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My annual visit to
one of the world’s
great budgie studs
When German budgerigar breeder TIMO HARR nipped over
to Switzerland to see Daniel Lütolf earlier this year, he was
enchanted by the quality youngsters from this year’s
breeding season. Here he summarises his visit and
shares photos of the outstanding birds he enjoyed
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VERY year I travel several
times to Würenlos in
Switzerland to visit the
well-known stud of Daniel
Lütolf. And in July this year I
went back in time to get reinforcements
for my breeding team.
To get it going, this time I bought
back two outstanding 2017 budgies –
one was a grey and the other a
yellowface cinnamon light blue. The
parents are top birds, so I made a note
“n.s.” (not selling) next to the grey’s
details in the
breeding book.
I am very
thankful to
Daniel that I
always get
super birds
from his
special
pairings.
The visit
started as
usual with the
inspection of
all breeding
boxes, which in the middle of the
current breeding season is very exciting
and impressive. There were 80 breeding
boxes in the 12m x 6m (39ft x 20ft)

breeding facility. It is,
once again, incredible
how many show
budgerigars are sitting at
this top level in Würenlos,
and to see birds in this
condition with their healthy
chicks.
Unfortunately, I failed to ask
about the current number of 2017
offspring, but in my opinion there must
be a lot. Both the breeding boxes and all
the aviaries were very well occupied.
As far as the
new breeding
facility is
concerned, I can
only repeat that
technically it is a
modern breeding
facility, which offers
many aspects on
the two floors.
The lower floor
is made of concrete
and the upper floor
is made of wood to
ensure a good
indoor climate. The rooms can be kept
at a constant temperature using under
floor heating. The ventilation system has
a high-tech control system and a
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A modern set-up: Daniel’s birdroom. He uses LED lighting and a high-tech ventilation system. Note, all the young birds pictured
in this article are aged between six to eight months Photo: Timo Harr Inset: Daniel Lütolf at the 2017 BS Club Show Photo: C&AB
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multi-chamber filter system, together
with heat recovery, so different filter
media can be used and the room air can
be filtered optimally. LED lighting is
used. The kitchen row is ergonomic and
practical.
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The “everything on wheels” concept
is also a very modern idea. This means
that the breeding box blocks can be
moved at any time, which allows an
optimal and efficient cleaning of the 80
breeding boxes. The arrangement and
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design of the aviaries also fits well.
Daniel, thank you for an interesting
visit and for the birds. We will meet
again in the autumn!
Timo Harr’s website is: www.timo-harr.de
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